Brian and Alice McGowan, <bluemeadow@erols.com>, <413-367-2394>

Montague Center, Mar 05, 2001

Dear Neighbors,


We would like to bring attention to a road-related issue that we believe should concern many residents of Montague. It is directly related to the current traffic concerns in the center of the village, but has even more far-reaching impacts in the long-term . This is the proposed re-building of Greenfield Road all the way from the Sewage Treatment Plant in Montague City to the Bookmill. Current plans include widening the entire length of that road to approximately 35 feet! This is the same width as Turner's Falls Road at its newest, widest point, to provide you with a point of reference. 


We believe that this would directly impact traffic problems in the village center, by encouraging existing traffic to move faster, as well as by increasing the volume of traffic, particularly truck traffic. 


Beyond the immediate problems of traffic speed, we must consider several long-term concerns, perhaps most obviously, the destruction of what is now a beautiful country road. Other negative impacts of this plan include serious ones on wetlands, farmland, and the quality of life for all residents of the town. It is additionally, not at all unusual for the widening and speeding up of roads such as this to lead directly to the increased development of these roadways in directions we may not wish to see; we can probably all think of such examples.


While we agree that the roadway needs improvement, the currently proposed steps constitute change that we are not at all sure is for the better. As a community, we must consider if it is worth the cost of taking state money for the construction of a road that threatens to change our way of life. 


Thank you for reading this and giving it some thought, and we hope these issues can be discussed in depth at the coming meeting on Thursday, March 8.

Sincerely,

Alice and Brian McGowan, Montague Center

------------------------------------------------------

Visit the Montague Community Cork Board for this and other news.

http://www.montaguema.net

---------------------------------------------------------


